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GOALS OF EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
 

 
The principal and teacher play an important role in the joint coordination of 
the kindergarten program.  They must have a knowledge of and 
commitment to the goals of early childhood education.  Briefly stated, these 
are our goals for each child… 
 

1. Grow in understanding and competency in dealing with the social 
world. 

2. Develop a positive self concept. 
3. Develop techniques in getting along with others. 
4. Increase competency and skills in physical coordination and body 

movement. 
5. Develop sound health and safety habits and attitudes. 
6. Develop skills to communicate ideas and feelings through language, 

movement, art, music, literature and other media. 
7. Grow in understanding and inquiry of his/her physical and natural 

environment. 
 
 
 
HOW PARENTS CAN HELP: 
 

1. Let your child share in home responsibilities, conversations, and 
activities. 

2. Give your child duties around the house to develop self-confidence 
and responsibility.  (Putting away toys, taking out the trash, setting 
the table, etc.) 

3. Establish a regular pattern for sleep (10 hours), meals (keep snacks 
to a minimum), and play. 

4. Teach your child to get dressed independently (how to put on, take 
off, and hang up outer clothing). 

5. Be sure your child listens to others and follows directions (one at a 
time) and check to see that the directions are carried out. 

6. Teach your child to help others (brothers, sisters, pets, etc.). 
7. Teach appropriate safety procedures.  All kindergarten children 

should know how to cross the street without assistance. 
8. Supervise viewing of television programs. 



BEFORE SCHOOL BEGINS: 
 

1. Read and discuss nursery rhymes, poems, and stories to your child to 
stimulate a love of good books. 

2. Talk to your child as a friend, as well as a parent. 
3. Discourage “baby talk”. 
4. Discuss experiences your child has had and places he/she has been (zoo, 

fire station, farm, etc.). 
5. Provide opportunities to play and share with other children and make 

friends. 
6. Teach your child his/her full name, parents’ name, address, and phone 

number.  When learning to print his/her name, he/she should use both 
capital and lower case letters (John, Mary). 

7. Teach your child to be independent about appropriate toilet habits. 
8. Encourage your child to look forward to kindergarten as a happy, friendly 

place. 
 
 
ONCE SCHOOL BEGINS: 
 

1. Make sure labels are on all outer personal belongings, with both first and 
last names (jackets, sweaters, boots, mittens, books, “Show and Tell” 
objects, etc.). 

2. Encourage regular attendance and punctuality. 
3. When you bring your child to school the first day, your child’s fears and 

tears will best be overcome if you do not linger.  (Sometimes the first day 
of school is more difficult for the parents.) 

4. Show interest in the work your child brings home to help develop a good 
self concept.    Admire those “immature” pictures.  Encourage him/her to 
explain them and talk about them. 

5. When asking your child what happened during his/her day in kindergarten, 
ask what happened first, second, and after that.  If you ask to have things 
listed in order, it will eliminate the answer of “nothing” or “we just played.” 

6. Recognize that each child is different and that some develop faster than 
others. 

7. All children become discouraged.  Help your child to be happy in the 
activities he/she can do well, but not to shed tears or give up when 
difficulties occur.  Each child needs to feel he/she is loved, that he/she 
belongs, and that his/her successes outweigh his/her failures. 

8. If you help your child with lessons, kindness will win out.  Shouting at a 
child only locks all doors to learning. 

9. Remember, a good parent is the child’s first and most important teacher. 



OAK TREE SCHOOL HEALTH OFFICE 
609-655-7642 Extension 3306 

Marie McNutt, RN 
 

Attendance 
Please call the health office to report your child’s absence.  The school will call to 
confirm the absence if we do not hear from you.  This is to ensure your child’s safety. 
 
Medications 
Medications will be dispensed to students in the health office with a physician’s order 
and parental consent.  Forms are available in the health office or on the Oak Tree 
School Nurse’s website.  Parents should bring student’s medication to the health office.  
Students should not transport medications on the bus. 
 
Screenings 
All students are screened annually per state guidelines.  Students in the elementary 
grades are screened for height, weight, blood pressure, vision, and hearing.  Notices 
will be sent home with any significant findings. 
 
Illness 
Please keep your child home when they are ill and report any contagious illnesses to 
the health office.  You may receive notices from the health office regarding specific 
contagions such as Strep Throat or Chickenpox that may be present in your child’s 
classroom or in the school. 
 
School Entry Requirements 
All students entering school for the first time must have a record of a physical 
examination as well as necessary immunization requirements on file before starting the 
school year.  If you have specific questions about what your child needs to complete 
these requirements, please call the health office.  Please submit all necessary 
documentation by the end of August to ensure that there is not a delay in your child’s 
school entrance. 
 
Health Insurance 
If you would like information regarding New Jersey Family Care, please call the health 
office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


